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Vehicle Display Flag With Support Assembly 

Priority 

[00001] The present application claims priority from US Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/425,793, which received a filing date of November 13, 2002, and which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

Technical Field and Background Art 

[00002] The present invention relates to the field of display assemblies, and in particular to 
a flag display with a support assembly. 
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[00003] Vehicle display flags, commonly sported by fans of football teams, for example, are 
typically attached, via a pole and window-mounting bracket, to a the window frame of a car 
such that when the vehicle is in motion, the entire flag can easily be seen, as the moving air 
will hold it up. If the vehicle is not moving, however, the flag will be limp and not easily 
10 viewed. 

Summary of the Invention 

[00004] In a first embodiment of the invention there is provided a display assembly having 
a support structure with two ends. The display assembly also has a horizontal support bar with 
a gripping collar. While one end of the support structure is for coupling to a fixture, the 

15 opposite end of the support structure serves as a mast. The gripping collar on the horizontal 
support bar can be coupled to the mast in such as way that the horizontal support bar rotates 
about the axis of the mast. Additionally, the mounting device may include a bracket. Further, 
the mast may have a guide stop that passes all the way through the gripping collar and a 
receiver space that fits inside the gripping collar. The receiver space may be characterized by 

20 a diameter smaller than the diameter of the mast. 
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[00005] In other embodiments of the invention, the gripping collar of the horizontal support 
bar may have an inner diameter that is smaller than the outer diameter of the mast, while the 
guide stop may have a diameter larger than the inner diameter of the gripping collar. Further, 
a display may be simultaneously coupled to the mast and the horizontal support bar, and the 
5 display may be a- flag. Further, the support structure and the horizontal support bar may be 
composed of a solid material. Additionally, the horizontal support bar and the gripping collar 
may be a single integral component, as may the mounting device and the mast. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[00006] The foregoing features of the invention will be more readily understood by 
10 reference to the following detailed description, taken with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side perspective view of the invention, with a display attached. 

Fig. 2 is a magnified view of the connection between a mast and a horizontal support 

bar. 

15 Fig. 3 is a magnified view of a mast and a horizontal support bar that are not 

connected. 

Detailed Description of Specific Embodiments 

[00007] Fig. 1 shows the current invention with an attached display 10. Display 10 may be, 
for example, a flag, or any other display device that is capable of being coupled to the current 
20 invention. Display 10 is simultaneously attached to a support structure 12 and a horizontal 
support bar 14, which includes a gripping collar 22. Support structure 12 has two ends. 

[00008] The first end of support structure 12 can be coupled to a fixture, where the term 
"fixture", as used herein and in any appended claims, refers to a structure having another 
25 purpose that incidentally may support the attached display. Examples of "fixtures", for the 
present purpose, include cars, bicycles, or other vehicles, as well as stationary structures such 
as a lamppost. That end may either be attached to a mounting device or may itself be a 
mounting device. Fig. 1 shows an example of the first end, a mounting device 16, which may 
be, for example, a bracket, or any other device that is capable of coupling support structure 12 
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to any appropriate fixture. The second end of support structure 12 is a mast 18, which is 
characterized by an axis 20. Axis 20 is not limited to the vertical direction shown in Fig. 1, 
but rather may be any direction. 

5 [00009] Support structure 12 and horizontal support bar 14 may be composed of any solid 
material, such as plastic, differing materials being advantageously suited to distinct 
applications. Horizontal support bar 14 and gripping collar 22 may be an integral device. 
Gripping collar 22 may, for example, be shaped as a split collet that expands to receive an end 
of mast 18. Mounting device 16 and mast 18 may also be structurally integrated for rigidity 
10 and convenience of production. 

[00010] Mast 18 and gripping collar 22 are shown in further detail in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3. In 
Fig. 2, horizontal support bar 14 is coupled to mast 18 by gripping collar 22, such that 
horizontal support bar 14 is capable of rotating about axis 20. This allows display 10 to face 

15 any direction that is perpendicular to the direction of axis 20. Mast 18 is characterized by an 
outside diameter 24, a guide stop 26, and a receiving space 28, which is shown in Fig. 3. 
Outside diameter 24 of mast 18 is larger than the diameter 30 of gripping collar 22. Outside 
diameter 24 is also larger than the diameter 32 of receiving space 28. The diameter 34 of 
guide stop 26 is further larger than diameter 30 of gripping collar 22. When horizontal 

20 support bar 14 is coupled to mast 18, gripping collar 22 passes over guide stop 26, and rests 
on mast 18. Gripping collar 22 thus surrounds receiving space 28. Guide stop 26 prevents 
gripping collar 22 from being uncoupled from mast 18 until a user so desires. 

[00011] To display a flag on the invention, a user would first couple gripping collar 22 of 
25 horizontal support bar 14 to mast 18 of support structure 12, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. A flag 
could then be simultaneously attached to horizontal support bar 14 and mast 18. Support 
structure 12 with the flag could then be attached to, for example, a car window by using 
mounting device 16. 
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[00012] The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing 
from the true scope of the invention. The described embodiments are to be considered in all 
respects as illustrative only and not restrictive. 
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